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stood in the way of progress in social service, It is only when
qualified women become available in really large numbers all
over the country that rapid progress will, be made.

Vet with the great advance of the women's movement in the
last twenty years many more Hindu women, and also, though to
a lesser degree, Mohammedan women, are now coming forward
for training as teachers and doctors, nurses and health visitors.
There are already Indian women lawyers, university lecturers,
honorary magistrates, members of legislatures. An Indian woman,
Mrs V. Pandit, has been a cabinet minister in the United
Provinces, and another, Dr M. P. Lukose, Surgeon-general in
Travancore. The All-India Women's Conference forms a bond
between progressive women of all communities. India possesses
to-day a small but growing company of highly trained and very
able women who are determined to devote themselves to the
service of their country, and who mean to rouse more and more
women to their country's need. They are now taking up, on a
nation-wide scale, the burden of the tasks which lie before them.
Nor is this gallant company unmindful of the debt which they
owe to their sisters of tie West. It has been said that the fust
and most important change that would strike a person who died
in India a hundred years ago and came to life again to-day would
be the revolution in the position of women/

It is also of fundamental importance to rouse the masses of the
people as a whole, men and women, peasants and town workers
alike, to desire better living conditions. One must remember that
although there are a large number of Indian newspapers, very few
people in the villages can read them or be appealed to by ad-
vertisements and notices. Picture posters* magic lanterns, plays
and films are all being used to press the aaeeded lessons home, but
still only on a small scale. Broadcasting, which is now wtfl
established, should be of great help in this campaign, but there
were in January 1943 only nine broadcasting stations and 162,000
licenses for the whole of British India.

1 Mr Natarajan In the Indian Scad Rtformer, 25 September 2937.